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(his father) were, in his mind and feelings, conspiring together
against him. Easygoing Brad did not protest and scarcely ac-
knowledged his resentments.
Next Kyra maneuvered herself into a position where she made
the decisions, did all the planning, managed the family budget. It
is hardly surprising that Brad was not interested in household
bills. Until his gambling produced a crisis, he was never shown any
of the bills. Kyra paid them. Brad was impulsive, generous. Kyra
was cautious and—adamant. From the first week of his job, she de-
cided the amount of Brad's personal spending money. It was all
very well for thrifty Kyra to save on beauty parlors, but she had no
right to inquire into the sums Brad spent in the barber shop.
Kyra treated her husband like one of her adolescent students.
Without either of the two realizing it, she created for Brad an emo-
tional atmosphere very similar to the detested atmosphere of hfe
childhood. He felt stifled and thwarted in his work, stifled and
thwarted in his home. Guiltily, he suppressed the feelings. By his
code, criticisms of Kyra were verboten* Too often he had heard his
father shout abuses at his mother. Imprisoned in an emotional trap
set and sprung by his wife, Brad simmered inwardly.
He was virtually compelled to find a release from the boredom,
frustration, and tensions of a life where he had so little choice ol ac-
tion. In some fashion he had to assert the manhood his wife had sub-
tly stolen away. Liquor and infidelity—his father's vices—had ao
appeal for him. Gambling provided a perfect escape hatch, a per-
fect means of punishing Kyra, who robbed him of gaiety and fm
and freedom and who thwarted frfrn emotionally as he had been
thwarted in his childhood.
Before Brad could break the chains that bound bim-nbe was a
real slave to gambling—he needed to understand the psychological
reasons for his plight Kyra also needed to acquire an understanding
of her husband and herself. Then the conditions of their life to-
gether needed to be changed.
Kyra was appalled when she came to recognize her resemblance
to her mother, By reiecttag each night cm her suggestions ol the day

